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The British Quarterly Review contained some time since an excellent 
paper by the late Bishop of Durham upon Bishop Lightfoot. The paper is 
now issued in book form by Macmillans, with an excellent portrait of Light- 
foot and a prefatory note by Bishop Westcott. It is a remarkable study of a 
remarkable man. 

A MEETING of the International Committee for the arranging of Sunday- 
school lessons for 1896 was held in Philadelphia, March 14th. It was decided 
that the lessons for the first six months should be in the Gospel of Luke, and 
for the last six months in the Old Testament. The report must be submitted 
to the committee in London before it can be adopted and formally announced, 
which will be several months later. 

The Editors of the Biblical World have received some manuscripts 
which they deem worthy of publication, but to which the names of the authors 
are not affixed. The articles in question bear the following titles : " The 
Israelite View of Patriotism," "The Purpose of Christ's Parabolic Teaching," 
" The Date and Authorship of Psalm CX." If this paragraph falls under the 
eye of any of the authors, they are requested to communicate with the 
editors. 

A SERIES of five articles upon " The Mosaic Account of Creation in the 
Light of Exegesis and Modern Science " occupies the March number of The 
American Ecclesiastical Review, a Roman Catholic journal. The author is 
Professor J. A. Zahm, of the Notre Dame University, Indiana. The articles, 
written of course from the Romanist standpoint, yet contribute interestingly 
to the discussion. The results of the physical sciences are accepted, and 
Genesis is explained in agreement with them. Much is made by Professor 
Zahm of the interpretations put upon the Genesis creation account by the 
early Church Fathers, who were by no means literalists. 

The last work of the late Professor Milligan, published since his death, is 
announced by Messrs. T. & T. Clark. It is entitled The Resurrection of the 
Dead, and is in the sphere in which his study and his thought most of all 
loved to dwell. It will be found of equal value, doubtless, with his other use- 
ful writings. It is a strange sadness that mingles with the welcome given a 
posthumous work of a revered scholar whose cycle of contributions to knowl- 
edge has been closed, though not completed. Professor W. F. Moulton has 
written in the March number of the Expository Times, a biographical sketch 
of Professor Milligan, which is at the same time a tribute of honor and respect 
to the work and the character of this noble scholar. 
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Another book is soon to be added to Archdeacon Farrar's long list of 
valuable contributions to the knowledge of Christ and Christianity. The title 
of the work, it is said, will be The Life of Christ in Art. Its object is not to 
give a chapter in the history of art, nor to enter into technical criticism on the 
works of the great masters, but to illustrate the manner in which art reflects 
and expresses the ever-changing phases of Christian opinion on religious sub- 
jects. In other words, he will show how great paintings illustrate both the 
character of the painter and the religious sentiments of the age in which he 
lived. Of course the book will be abundantly provided with illustrations. 
The idea of the work is an attractive one, and Archdeacon Farrar will doubt- 
less elaborate it in a very useful and interesting way. The publishers expect 
to have it ready some time this year. 

Recent changes in the faculty of the Biblical Department of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago are as follows : Mr. Theophilus H. Root, Tutor in New 
Testament Literature, who was unable to resume his duties in the fall because 
of ill-health, has at last felt obliged to withdraw. The best wishes of his 
friends and associate instructors attend him in his efforts to regain his health. 
Professor Shailer Mathews, the present incumbent of the chair of history in 
Colby University, has accepted an appointment to a University Associate Pro- 
fessorship in New Testament History and Biblical Interpretation. His first 
courses will be given in the Summer Quarter, second term. Dr. Chas. F. 
Kent has been advanced to an Instructorship in Old Testament Literature in 
the Extension Department. Mr. C. W. Votaw has been advanced to a 
University Tutorship in New Testament Literature. 

Permission has been granted by the Sultan, for two years, to the Palestine 
Exploration Fund, to excavate in Jerusalem. Twenty-five years ago, when a 
firman to the same effect was obtained, the work done by Messrs. Wilson, 
Warren, and others was fruitful of results. There may therefore be high 
expectations for valuable discoveries in connection with the history of 
Jerusalem. The excavating is to begin at once, and will be under the charge 
of Mr. F. J. Bliss, who has done successful work at Lachish. Mr. Bliss is the 
author of the book A Mound of Many Cities, or Tell el Hesy Excavated, 
referred to in the last issue of the Biblical World as soon to be published 
by the Palestine Exploration Fund. Money will be needed to carry on this 
new work in Jerusalem, and subscriptions therefor may be sent to Professor 
T. F. Wright, 42 Quincy Street, Cambridge, Mass., who is the General 
Secretary of the Fund for the United States. A full account of the purpose, 
methods, and organization of this important society was published in the 
Biblical World for November, 1893, pp. 391-3. 

The Spring Session of the Chicago Society of Biblical Research was held 
at the University of Chicago on Saturday, March 17th. The first paper was 
presented by Dr. W. Muss-Arnolt on Some Textual Emendations in the New 
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Testament. The passages chosen for elucidation and criticism were mainly in 
the Epistle of James. The second paper was by the late Professor E. C. 
Bissell, D.D.,on The Supposed Documents of Genesis and the Cross-References. 
The purpose was to show that the several portions of Genesis, assigned by the 
analysts to different original documents, were so interdependent by reason 
of cross-references and allusions and supplementations that the material must 
all have come in its present condition from a single author. Professor Brad- 
ley, of Garrett Biblical Institute, Evanston, was selected President of the 
Society for the coming year, and Professor Geo. H. Gilbert was reelected to 
the office of Secretary. It was voted by the Society to have five instead of 
the former three sessions in the season 1894-5, and that one of the meetings 
should be given to a consideration of biblical pedagogics. The Society was 
entertained at dinner by President W. R. Harper of the University. 

The Council of Mansfield College, Oxford, England, has decided to hold 
a second Summer School this year, last year's having proved successful and 
useful. The time will be July 16-28, and the place the College at Oxford. 
The School, this summer as last, is " designed to meet the wants of men who 
feel that the ordinary work of the ministry has not allowed them to keep 
abreast of the later inquiries and discussions in the field of Theology in its 
various branches." The provisional programme includes the following topics : 
(i) Professor H. E. Ryle, three lectures on " The Influence of Modern Studies 
upon our Conception of Inspiration." (2) Professor G. A. Smith, D.D., three 
lectures on "The Beginnings of Hebrew Prophecy." (3) Professor James 
Robertson, D.D., three lectures on " The Book of Joel : a Study in Exegesis, 
Criticism, and Prophecy." (4) Professor T. K. Cheyne, D.D., three lectures 
on "The Book of Psalms." (5) Professor W. Sanday, D.D., three lectures on 
" Some Characteristics of the Apostolic Age." (6) Professor J. Massie, three 
lectures on " The Present State of New Testament Criticism." (7) Professor 
A. B. Bruce, D.D., four lectures on " The Historical Foundations of Christi- 
anity : Their Trustworthiness and Their Religious Value." 

The new work by Professor A. H. Sayce, D.C.L., LL.D., of Oxford, 
entitled The Higher Criticism and the Verdict of the Monuments, was 
awaited with some curiosity and interest. It was known that the book was 
arranged for and was to be published by the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge, London (E. & J. B. Young, New York), and it was therefore 
expected to condemn and disprove the results of the higher criticism as 
regards the Old Testament. But the book contained a surprise for the public, 
inasmuch as Professor Sayce was found to agree with and adopt not merely 
the methods but also almost entirely the results of the higher criticism. He 
does indeed speak much and vigorously against the higher critics and 
apologists, but he accepts the principles and the conclusions of the more 
moderate higher critics none the less. Professor Driver, of Oxford, has given 
a masterly review of the book in the Contemporary Review for March, in 
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which he states that Professor Sayce and himself are discovered to be in 
almost complete agreement, a situation which certainly no one anticipated. 
Professor Sayce's main purpose is to show how the study of the monuments 
proves the wide spread of a considerable literary culture, not simply in Egypt 
and Assyria, but in Syria, Phoenicia, Palestine, and Arabia also, at a period 
which antedated the exodus by centuries. So that the contents of the Old 
Testament books may have been handed down in writing from those times, 
and it establishes confidence in the records, even though they were not com- 
piled till later, to understand that they were compiled from documents con- 
temporaneous with the history, rather than from an oral tradition extending 
over centuries. In other respects this author's views will hardly be called 
conservative. While affirming the historical trustworthiness of the Old Tes- 
tament history, he rejects the chronology and numerical statements generally, 
finds frequent errors of fact, and thinks Ezra, Nehemiah, and Daniel untrust- 
worthy. He has introduced in the course of the argument a great deal of 
archaeological information which makes the book valuable. It is perhaps the 
best work that Professor Sayce has done, and as an attempt to combine the 
recent historical methods and results with the old ideas of Jewish Scriptures, 
it will receive attention. 

Introduction to the books of the Bible is a favorite field of investigation 
and book-making at the present time. Not a little literature in this depart- 
ment is both recent and valuable. Indeed, the most recent literature in this 
department is the most valuable, because so much progress has been made. 
For example. Dr. Driver's Introduction to the Literature of the Old Testament, 
and Dr. Weiss's Introduction to the New Testament. Also, the articles upon 
the biblical books in the ninth edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica, and the 
new Cambridge Companion to the Bible. And the popular works on the sub- 
ject which have appeared within a few years are almost without number. The 
publishing house of Macmillan & Co. announce now a series of Introductions 
which will cover both Testaments complete in ten volumes. The general 
editor of the series is Professor H. E. Ryle, of Cambridge. The intention is 
to make the introductions scholarly, fully abreast of the latest views and 
results of criticism, meeting especially the wants of students in the universities 
and seminaries, of the clergy, and of the large number of laymen who are 
interesting themselves in this field of study. The list of the volumes, with 
their respective authors, is as follows : (i) Genesis-Joshua, by Professor Ryle 
and Rev. G. T. Chapman, Fellow and Lecturer of Emmanuel College, Cam- 
bridge. (2) Judges-Esther, by Rev. G. A. Cooke, Fellow of Magdalen Col- 
lege, Oxford, and Rev. H. A. White, Fellow of New College, Oxford. (3) 
Job-Ecclesiastes, by Rev. R. H. Kennet, Fellow of Queen's College, Cam- 
bridge, and Reader in Syriac to the University. (4) Isaiah-Ezekiel, by Pro- 
fessor G. A. Smith, Free Church College, Glasgow. (5) The Minor Prophets, 
by Professor Kirkpatrick, University of Cambridge. (6) The Synoptic Gospels, 
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by Professor J. Armitage Robinson, University of Cambridge. (7) The Gos- 
pel according to John, the Epistles of John, and the Epistle to the Hebrews, by 
Rev. A. E. Brooke, Fellow of King's College, Cambridge. (8) The Acts of 
the Apostles, and the Epistles of James, I and II Peter, Jude, by Rev. F. H. 
Chase, Principal of the Cambridge Clergy Training School. (9) The Epistles 
of Paul, by Rev. F. Wallis, Fellow of Gonville and Caius College, and Rev. 
R. S. Parry, Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. (10) The Revelation of 
John, together with a discussion on The Book of Daniel and later Jewish 
apocalyptic writings, by Rev. W. R. James, Fellow of King's College, Cam- 
bridge. 

One of England's greatest biblical scholars has been called from his 
important work almost in the prime of his life. Professor William Robertson 
Smith, LL.D., died March 31st, in his forty-eighth year. He was the most 
prominent advocate in England of the more recent and extreme views of the 
Old Testament history and literature. His Old Testament in the Jewish 
Church, published in 1881, The Prophets of Israel, in 1882, and more partic- 
ularly his later Kinship and Marriage in Early Arabia, in 1885, and his 
Religion of the Semites, in 1889, marked him as a man of the highests scho- 
lastic attainment and of extraordinary ability. His international reputation 
was gained by his contributions upon Old Testament subjects to the ninth 
edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica. The critical views here expressed 
led the General Assembly of the Free Church in Scotland to institute a trial 
against him for heresy, and in 188 1 he was removed from the Professorship of 
Hebrew in the Free Church College at Aberdeen, which he had held since 
1870. Immediately upon his removal from this position he was made one of 
the principal editors of the Britannica. In 1883 he was appointed to a Pro- 
fessorship of Arabic in the University of Cambridge, and it is this chairwhich 
is left vacant by his death. The amount that he achieved was large and use- 
ful — ^his published articles and books will continue to be of highest importance 
in their department of investigation. For what he could have achieved had 
further time been given, we must look to other scholars, who will not find it 
easy to complete Professor Smith's great work. Even if the final results of 
criticism should differ in some respects from this scholar's conclusions, he will 
yet be found to have contributed abundantly to the ascertainment of the truth. 

American Old Testament scholarship has also suffered severe loss during 
the past month in the sudden and unexpected death of Professor Edwin Cone 
Bissell, D.D., LL.D., which took place on April nth. An acute attack of 
typhoid pneumonia ended fatally after a conflict of three weeks. Dr. Bissell 
was sixty-two years of age. He was a graduate of Amherst College in the 
class of 1855, and after a short period of study at Hartford Theological Semi- 
nary, was graduated from the Union Theological Seminary in 1859. He 
served as colonel in a Massachusetts regiment during the civil war. During 
the period 1 864-1 880, he was a pastor in San Francisco for five years, for one 
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year in Hawaii, for three years in Massachusetts, then for five years a mis- 
sionary in Austria under the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions, and the last year of the period was spent in study at Leipzig. With 
the year 188 1 began his special life-work as an Old Testament scholar and 
teacher. He was then appointed to the Professorship of Hebrew in the Hart- 
ford Theological Seminary, a position for which his previous preparation and 
aspiration had fitted him. His main work was done during the eleven years 
that he occupied this chair. Two years ago, in i8g2, he accepted an invita- 
tion from McCormick Theological Seminary of Chicago (Presbyterian), to 
become its Professor of Old Testament Literature and Exegesis. Even in 
this short time he had become an essential element in the life and influence of 
this institution, which recognizes and sadly mourns its loss, both personal and 
professional. Dr. Bissell,as is well known, shared with Professor William 
Henry Green, of Princeton Theological Seminary, the distinction of being the 
most prominent and able of American conservative Old Testament scholars. 
He had with much learning and enthusiasm defended the traditional ideas of 
the origin of the Hexateuch, and of Old Testament questions in general. 
Previous to the year 188 1 he had published two books, z. History of the Origin 
of the Bible, in 1873, and a Commentary on the Apocrypha of the Old Testa- 
ment, in the Lange series, in 1880, a work only surpassed by the more recent 
Wace Commentary. More technical works were published by him while 
occupying the Hartford chair. The Pentateuch, its Origin and Structure, in 
1885, and later a Treatise on Biblical Antiquities, a Practical Hebrew Gram- 
mar, and from his Chicago chair an edition of Genesis, printed in colors to 
exhibit the hypotheses of the hexateuchal analysts. The last work of Pro- 
fessor Bissell, which the biblical scholars of Chicago will hold in revered 
memory, was his paper read immediately preceding his last sickness, before 
the Chicago Society of Biblical Research (referred to in a foregoing paragraph) 
upon his special theme of hexateuchal criticism. A more extended consider- 
ation of his professional career and contributions will be provided in a subse- 
quent issue. 



